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A Message from the President, by Bill Walton

The fall issue of the House Log ran a picture of the
Downingtown High School Junior History Club which
produced the book Our Town. The photo was a mys-
tery from several different perspectives. None of the
students in the picture were identi-
fied and we wondered why the
picture's caption said "The Original
Thirteen" when 24 students were
pictured. We also wondered how
many of them would be recognized,
after about 50 vears. The book dates
to about 1947. All our questions
were answered two days after our
mailing! Bill Woodward called say-
ing he could identify 23 of the 24
students from memory! A few days
later he brought a list of alt 24 stu-
dents. After speaking with Agnes
Ponanto DiEuliis, he had obtained
the last name and found that “the Original Thirteen”
referred to the 13 colonies, which the group studied.
The photo is reproduced on page 2 with the names.

Needless to say, we were amazed that Bill remem-
bered as many of the students as he had and that our
puzzie was solved so quickly. Speaking personally, I

Bill Woodward and 'Our Town'

know that [ could not recognize so many students from
my class, which was 1974, Bill attributed his memory
to smaller classes where everyone worked closer to-
gether. This is part of the answer but his memory is
still remarkable. The Society thanks
Bill Woodward and all the others that
called to identify students. We will be
contacting the students that are still
in the area and hope to have their rec-
ollections of Our Town in the spring
House Log.

| The Society is pleased to announce
N that former Downingtonian Robinson
Mcllvaine will be in town to lecture
in March. We thank Bill Woodruff
and all his luminaria volunteers and
customers whose interest in this
candle display not only brightens our
town on Christmas Eve but also contributes greatly to
funding the Society's activities. We are also pleased
to announce that the Archives Room in the Municipal
Building basement is near completion and will soon
be open to the public. Volunteers are needed to help
staff the room. Can you help? For more information,
please call me at 269-8590 or write to the Society.

Mecllvaine Returns to Downingtown to Lecture

Robinson Mcllvaine, former editor of the Downing-
town Archive from 1946 to 1953, will speak at the
Downingtown Historical Society's monthly meeting,
Monday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m.

A Downingtown native, Robinson Mcllvaine did
graduate work in international law after graduating
from Harvard. He commanded a destroyer in World
War I and returned to Downingtown in 1946, when
he purchased the Downingtown Archive. When he and
his wife, Jane, purchased the four-page newspaper, it
had 60 paid subscribers. By 1949, the newspaper had

increased to 12 pages and 2300 subscribers. Jane,
wrote a book about the enterprise, It Happens Every
Thursday, later turned into a film starring Loretta
Young and Robert Forsythe. Robinson left active par-
ticipation in the newspaper in 1953 and joined the U.S.
Foreign Service. As a career officer in the State De-
partment, he has served in many posts. His first full
ambassadorship to Dahomey was awarded by the
Kennedy administration. Africa then became his area
of expertise and Robinson served as ambassador to
several African nations as well as being as advisor to
many presidents. -- by Roger Grigson






