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President's Message: Mcllvaine Back in Downingtown, by Bill Walton

As advertised, the March General Meeting featured
Robinson Mcllvaine. "Featured,” in the dictionary, is
defined as "giving special prominence." This best de-
scribes Mr. Mcllvaine’s role in the meeting, from my
perspective.

Robinson Mcllvaine has lived a full life. Born and raised
in Downingtown, he went away to Harvard. Following
graduation, Robinson enlisted in the Navy, with World
War II on the horizon, and served as a Commander in
the Pacific. Next he returned to Downingtown, bought
the Downingtown Archive and increased its circulation
tenfold. (It’s interesting to me how many people re-
member this paper fondly and still have copies today.)
After selling the paper, Mr. Mcllvaine helped a friend
by campaigning for Eisenhower. -

He was in the “right place at the '
tight time” and became manager
for much of the campaign. Fol-
lowing the election, he was
named an Ambassador to one of
the emerging African countries.
Before this phase of his life
ended, he had been Ambassador
to Kenya and four other African
countries and now is regarded as
one of the country’s foremost ex-
perts on that continent. Since his
retirement, Robinson has sailed to
many exotic locations and has plans for more.

The 100 or so people who attended the meeting en-
Joyed Mr. Mcllvaine’s commentary on Downingtown
and the world. He remembers the Downingtown of his
youth as divided. The “west enders’ stayed, for the most
part, west of the Brandywine, the “east enders™ to the
cast. He recalls fights between schoolmates for no other
reason. As a “west ender” he was not sure why this
was $0, but it continued until Borough Hall was built
right on the dividing line. This brought the “east and

west enders” together to pick up their mail. This com-
mon chore, in time, united the community and the term
“east and west ender” was no longer heard. Mr.
Mcllvaine feels there is a lesson here that deserves re-
peating and stands true today.

A sample of Mr. Mcllvaine’s humor was shown when
he told a story about his first command in the Navy.
After training, his first mission was to take the vessel
south along the coast for refitting. Because of fear of
U-boats no radio contact was allowed and the coast
was blacked out. With a new captain and crew, the boat
became lost. This was rectified at dawn when the ship
encountered a fishing boat. With a bull-horn Robinson
inquired, “WHERE DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?”"
When the frightened fisherman
responded “Two miles off Cape
Hatteras, Sir,” Robinson or-
: dered, “There are Naval opera-
£ tions ongoing, be on your way.”
: 9 The fisherman never new how
grateful the captain was for that
E'; response.

{2 Another story was about an in-
| § cident which occurred last ycar
£ on the Chesapeake Bay.

Francis Brown, Roger Grigson, and Robinson Mcltvaine Robinson had taken two land-

loving friends sailing in the late
fall. He was knocked overboard and was shocked by
the bay’s cold waters. His first thought was: If I drown,
how will they get this boat back to shore? His second
was: If they do make it to shore, how will they get
home? | have the keys to the car in my pocket. Thank-
fully, Robinson was able to get back to the boat and
was rescued. .

These three stories alone do not do Mr. Mcllvaine jus-
tice. Listening to his commentary, it became evident to
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Dale Frens, Restoration Architect To Give Slide Show at Annual Dinner

Restoration Architect Dale H. Frens will speak at the
Downingtown Historical Society’s annual dinner on
May 31st at the Peddler Inn. Frens, whose impressive
resume includes work on numerous historically sig-
nificant structures in New York City, Philadelphia,
Wilmington, and Valley Forge Park as well as Ches-

ter County Historical Society’s beautiful new com-
plex, will talk about some of his recent projects. He
has also donated a great deal of his time to the Roger
Hunt Mill stabilization project here in Downingtown.
His presentation will include slides and will follow
the dinner which begins at 6:00 pm.






