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A Publication of the Downingtown Historical Society

President's Message:
Good Neighbor Day,
by Bill Walton

Last year, for the summer issue of The House
Log, I wrote an article on Good Neighbor Day. Rather
than repeat that article, with similar comments, this
year I asked other volunteers for their impressions of
the day.

Dorothea Parker enjoys the people who come
through the L.og House. She feels it is essential to have
it open on Good Neighbor Day. Dorothea mentions
that this year two families from Minnesota were tour-
ing the house at the same time. They had not met be-
fore but were from nearby towns. One of them com-
mented that they had nothing back home of similar
age and expressed how lucky we are to have the Log
House. Dorothea says many local people also com-
ment that this is their first time through or mention it
15 their first since they saw Santa there as a child.
Dorothea thinks everyone who comes through tinds
something new each time. She would like to see more
Historical Society members on the Fourth.

Doris Keen likes to talk with the curious visi-
tors. Many comment on how much larger the house is
inside than it looks from the outside. She says many
are surprised at the articles that are on display. Doris
likes to see the girls’ interest in the porcelain dolls
and the boys’ interest in the marbles. The children can-
not believe all this was found by digging in the ground
only a few feet away. Doris thinks everyone who
comes through finds something interesting. She is at
the Log House almost every time it is open through-
out the year. The Good Neighbor Day crowds are her
favorite because all are enjoying themselves in the
park. Doris Keen feels that every town has something
of which it is most proud. She thinks two of
Downingtown'’s are the Log House and Good Neigh-
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Dale Frens Honored
by Downingtown
Historical Society

Dale Frens with Plagque at Roger Hunt Mill

Restoration architect Dale H. Frens was honored by
the Downingtown Historical Society at its annual din-
ner on May 31st for the donation of his services on
the Roger Hunt Mill project. He was presented with a
plaque set on a finished piece of original timber from
the mill. The plaque, created by Jim LaDrew, acknowl-
edged his volunteer efforts on behalf of the stabiliza-
tion of the mill.

Following this presentation Frens gave an interesting
slide lecture on his recent projects showing the unigue
problems associated with such renovations as the Me-
morial Arch at Valley Forge, the Chester County His-
torical Society and the Mercer Museum.

Sissy Whitaker Presents Chester County Day Slides in September

The next Downingtown Historical Society general
meeting will feature Sissy Whitaker presenting slides
for this year's Chester County Day which focuses on
the Phoenixville area.

The meeting will begin at 7 pm with refreshments
and the lecture will begin at 7:30 at the usual loca-
tion, the Central Presbyterian Church in Downing-
town. There is no admission charge.






