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A Publication of the Downingtown Historical Society

A Message from the President
by Roger Grigson ]

The Downingtown Historical Society was in-
corporated in 1978 to serve the community of
Downingtown. [ feel the community is not fully
aware of what we have to offer. A publicity cam-
paign will be developed once more progress is
established in the acquisition of the Miller’s
House adjacent to the Roger Hunt Mill.
We will be initiating an Ny ‘
archeological dig with ‘
the participation of lo-
cal schoolchildren at
the site of the Roger
Hunt Mill Miller’s
House .

I personally need to re-
establish the oral his-
tory project, gathering
information from our
senior citizens before it
is too late.

Hopefully we can resolve the location of the
forty Revolutionary soldiers’ graves who were
patienis in a local barn. Also, research work is
needed at the Black Lindley Hill Cemetery,
where fourteen Civil War soldiers are buried.
Additional research is needed on the commis-
sary and fortifications in Downingtown during
the Revolution.

I would also like to
thank local historian
Paul Rodebaugh for
his excellent and infor-
mative talk to the
Downingtown His-
torical Society at the
Annual Banquet on
May 16. His talk on
"Chester County Ex-
Patriates” shed insight
on those Chester
Countians most well
known for their activi-
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We hope to get more  Volunteers Francis Brown, Mike Young, Graham Miles  ties outside the

support personnel in the  (left to right) at the Roger Hunt Mill Miller's House

Archives room at the Borough Hall for residents
interested in researching their homes, geneal-
ogy and local industries and businesses.

County. For more in-
formation on Paul's books, please see page four
of The House Log.

-- Roger Grigson

Downingtown Bibliography: A Continuing Series

Joseph Plumb Martin: Eyewitness to
1778 Downingtown and Its Role in the American Revolution

While very little of Downingtown’s history dur-
ing the American Revolution has been compiled
in a single source, the town played a significant
role during the birth of our nation. The period
of greatest military activity occurred between
late 1776 and mid-1778. In December of 1776,

as a result of authorization by the Continental
Congress, orders were issued to establish “maga-
zines” or storage facilities for twenty thousand
men at three locations: four months’ supply at
York, two months’ supply at Lancaster, and ten
days' supply at Mill Town (Downingtown). In a
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