DEC—1&e—2882 @384 FM

08

Fall 1998

A Publication of the Downingtown Historical Society

The President’s Message

Thanks to the untiring efforts of Don Greenleaf, we
should soon be taking possession of the Miller's House
at the Roger Hunt Mill. The subdivision was approved
at the December 28th meeting of Borough Planning
Commission.

Harlan “Reds” Morrison, Tom Waters and Jim LaDrew
have begun digging a test hole (217 by 21”) and have
recovered 81 objects next to the Miller’s House. Call
Reds (phone 273-9053) if you want to sign up for he
next dig.

Nancy d’ Angelo has logged 41 history books into our
Accession Book, a donation from the Downingtown
Library. We also have a recent generous donation from
Elmer Talierco. (see below). Next time you do the
spring housecleaning, remember us - diaries, maps,
photos, etc. You could qualify for an IRS deduction.

Ruth Lowe and Carol Grigson are involved in updat-
ing the clipping files of Downingtown at the County
Historical Library. Since these years cover 1890 to
1929, new and exciting history should emerge. More
volunteers are needing for pasting in this large project.
Anyone willing to help should call 269-5413.

Harry Helms was able to move some 30 boxes of our
undisputed property from Downingtown Borough Hall

to the Chester County Archives, where space has been
provided for us. These objects will be in safe keeping
until we can establish a permanent home for them.

Jeft Rollison, Chester County Archivist, helped Jim
LaDrew and I get two computers donated by the
County. A team has been established to computerize
our property while they are stored in the County Ar-
chives. Call if you can help with this project.

John Schuman will help kick off our first fund raiser
for the Miller’s House with an appraisal for antiques
and collectibles on January 23 at the Central Presbyte-
rian Church. (Rain/snow date is January 3(). John, a
mcmber of the Society, is the author of several books
and has a weekly article in the Daily Local News. Now
is the time to find out what that platter or sword is
worth

Bruce Mowday, former managing editor of the Daily
Local News, will be speaker for our February 19ith
meeting. Bruce has recently completed a book on Ft.
Delaware and will share his insights with us.

As we move toward a new century, the Downingtown
Historical Socicty is committed to preserving the past.
All sorts of new ventures are opening. All projects can
use many minds and willing hands. Corme join us in
our excifing activities! -- Roger Grigson

Society Receives Pewter Donation

Elmer Talierco has graciously donated to our Society
over 30 pewter items, some dating back to 1750. As a
pilot for Pan American Airlines, Elmer was able to pick
up this pewter in London and Paris.

Some background on the Talierco family is very inter-
esting, His father, John was born on the island of Is-
chia, near Naples, Italy. He came to America in 1915;
he worked in the Downingtown Iron Works and mar-
ried in 1918. The family of three children resided at
527 W. Lincoln Highway, Downingtown. The home
was one of six identical three-story mansard roofs, built
in the western section of Downingtown around 1880,

They were referred to as the "Plate Glass Houses,” as
the mortgages were held by the U.S. Plate Glass In-
surance Company.

Elmer graduated from Downingtown High School in
1943 and became a fighter pilot in the Army Air Corps.
He holds the distinction of being one of the first jet
tighter pilots in the Air Force, stationed in Germany.

Antiques Appraisal
The Downingiown Historical Society is pleased to an-
nounce that John Schuman, noted authority on an-
tiques will he offering appraisals ($10 per item) Pro-
ceeds benefit Miller's House restoration. Central Pres-
byterian Church, January 23, 1 to 5 p.m.






