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President's Message
by Roger Grigson

As you know, the Board of the Downingtown Historical Society has voted to expand our
geographical focus and acquire a building. With this in mind, we are in contact with the
surrounding townships and expect to double our membership. We are looking at build-
ings in the Borough, and seriously negotiating to acquire the Ashbridge House, next to
the Farmers Market. We want to make available an area for research, exhibits, and stu-
dent programs. John Milner will be doing research for us on the Ashbridge House with
his University of Pennsylvania class. The Schuylkill Archeological Society will conduct

extensive excavations, documenting the centuries of life at the house. All artifacts found
will be catalogued and left to us to exhibit.

I think you will be proud to be part of the Greater Downingtown Historical Society.

Webb's - A Forgotten Tavern

Those familiar with Downingtown’s history know
about the Ship Inn, Downing’s Inn (also at various
times known as The King-In-Arms Inn and the Gen-
eral Washington Inn), the Half-Way House and The
Swan. But, since it was not included in either
Pennypacker’s or Davidson’s histories of Down-
ingtown, few have heard of Webb’s Tavern even
though it appears to have been operating for nearly
twenty years including the time of the American Revo-
lution.

But, tucked away in the tavern petition files of the
Chester County Archives, is information not only on
its time of operation but also an intriguing map which
shows its location along with some of the old
Downingtown roads. (see page 3)

‘Who was Webb and how did he come to open a tavern
in Downingtown? James Webb Jr. for whom Webb’s
tavern was named was a third-generation American.
His grandfather, Richard Webb was a Quaker who
moved from England and settled in Birmingham
Township in 1704 where he became Justice of the
Peace.

Richard’s son, James Sr., was born about 1708 and

eventually moved to Lancaster County. James Jr. was
born about 1734 and grew up to become High Sheriff
of Lancaster County.

In 1763 James Webb Sr. moved back to Chester County
and married, for his third time, Jane Edge Parke. This
was the same Jane Parke, then widow of Thomas Parke
Jr., who had operated the Ship Inn when it was used
by the British Army as a staging area during the French
and Indian Wars.

It was most likely this third marriage of his father that
brought James Webb Jr. to the Downingtown area.
Sometime in the late 1760°s he married Rebecca Parke,
a nicce of Jane, his father’s third wife.

In 1767 James Webb Jr. purchased at public auction
property previously owned by Roger Hunt consisting
of thirty acres along with a “Water Corn or Grist Mill
and a certain messuage or tenement.” At the same time
he also purchased an adjoining tract of 188 acres of
land.

Although he now had significant holdings in the
Downingtown area it appears as if James Webb Jr.
retained property and business interests in Lancaster
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