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President's Message
by Roger Grigson

Our first antiques auction, Saturday, September 25, 1999, at the Alert Fire Company
was a booming success. With over 30 volunteers, we netted almost $2000, which is now
doubled due to matching grants from the County and State. We are very indebted to all
the time, skill and knowledge Joyce and Dave Benfer gave, making the auction function
so smoothly.

We are in the process of getting corporate donations of $1000 to $2000 a year for ten
years for the future maintenance of the Ashbridge House. So far, no one has turned me
down when appproached.

Reds Morrison, with Tom Waters and Debbie Estep, 1s having an archeological dig at
the Miller's House starting on Saturtday, October 9th and continuing each Saturday
through the Fall, weather permitting. Call Reds at 610-273-9053 if you are interested in
participating in this groundbreaking event.

Our speaker for the November 8th meeting at Central Presbyterian Church will be Ray
Carr. The subject will be his Peking to Paris race in his 1939 Ford Convertible and the
upcoming “Around the World in 80 Days” race in the year 2000.

We need your support in the luminaria drive in December. Call Bill Woodruff if you are
able to add new territory for the candles. Call him at 610-269-1757 if you can help.

tains more than thirty illustrations and his relaxed

New Local History _
narrative style is a refreshing change from the

Local historian, and former president of our So-
ciety, Francis Brown has completed his history:
Dowinigtown Friends Meeting: An Early History
Of Quakers In The Great Valley. Researching in
his available time for some four years, Brown has
produced a comprehensive yet readable account
of the emergence of the Downingtown Friends
Meeting in the broader context of the Quaker
movement in southeastern Pennsylvania. It con-

stiffer more formal histories to which one may
be accustomed. The book will be available for
purchase at our November 8th meeting or you
can call Francis at 610-269-2899.

Roger Grigson is giving a lecture on Thursday, November
18, at 7:30 at the Holy Trinity Church, South High Street,
West Chester. The subject is “Two Hundred Years of West
Chester Military History™ for the Bicentennial Cetebration.
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Robert Parke - A Letter From America, 1725

This letter is from a typewritten copy in the possession of the Chester County Historical Society. The
whereabouts of the original, if it still exists, is uncertain. Robert, at this time newly arrived in America,
writes to his sister Mary Valentine, then still in lreland, The Parke family had, shortly before, emi-
grated from that country into Penn's Colony. Robert is clearly excited about his family's prospects in
this new land and the Parke family has particular relevance 1o Downingtown's history. His mention in
the letter to his father, Thomas', recent purchase of 500 acres of land refers to land which lies within the
current boundaries of western Downingtown and eastern Caln Township, Thomas and Rebecca Parke,
Irish Quakers, had ten children and moved to the Downingtown area in 1726. There they prospered
and countless of their descendants live in Chester County today. Thomas' son, Abel, was granted the
first license to operate the Ship Tavern in 1735. The Ship figured prominently in local history for some
fifty years and still exists today as the Glen Isle Farm Bed and Breakfast. According to a family history
written in 1814 by James Pemberton Parke, Robert, the family chronicler, who was 29 at the time of
this letter, returned to Dublin two years later where he obtained 63 indentured servants, six of whom
were for himself and brought them to America. On this trip he noted that a smallpox epidemic broke out
on board. After his return to America, Robert kept a store and became a conveyancer. [Conveyance is
the branch of law practice which speialializes in the {egal transfer of land titles.] He died in 1736 or
1737 without marrying. Punctuation has been added to make the letter more readable. Original spell-

ing has been retained.
Chester Township, the....of the 10th mo. 1725,
Dear sister Mary Valentine,

This goes with a Salutation of Love to thee, Brother
Thomas and the children and in a word to all friends,
Relations and well Wishers in Generall as if named,
hoping it may find you all in Good Health, as T with
all our family in General are in at the present writings
& has been since our arrival, for we have not a days
sickness in the family Since we came to the Country,
Blessed be god for it. My father in Particular has not
had his health better these ten years than Since he
came here, his ancient age considered. Our Inish Ac-
quaintance in general are well Except Thos. Lightfoot
who Departed this Life at Darby in a Good old age
about 4 weeks since.

Thee writes in thy letter that there was a talk went
back to Ireland that we were not Satisfied in coming
here, which was Utterly false; now let this Suffice to
Convince you. In the first place he that carried back
this Story was an [dle fellow, & one of our Ship-Mates,
but not thinking this country Suitable to his [dleness;
went back with Cowman again. He is a Sort of a Law-
yer, or Rather a Lyar as [ may term him, therefore 1
wod not have you give credit to Such false reports tor
the future, for there is not one of the family but what
likes the country very well and wod if we were in
{reland again come here Directly. it being the best
country for worhing folk and tradesmen of any n the
world, but for Drunkards and Idlers, they cannot live
well any where. It is likewise an Extradin healthy
country,

Jim LaDrew

We were all much troubled when we found you did
not come in with Capt. Cowman, as we Expected
nor none of our acquaintance Except Isaac Jackson
& his family.

Land is of all Prices Even from ten Pounds to one
hundred pounds a hundred, according to the good-
ness or else the Situation thereof, & Grows dearer
every year by Reason of Vast Quantities of People
that come here yearly from Several Parts of the world,
therefore thee and thy family or any that I wish well
I wod desire to make what Speed you can to come
the Sooner the better. We have traveled over a Pretty
deal of this country to seek for land and tho we met
with many fine Tracts of Land here & there in the
country, yet my father being curious & somewhat
hard to Please did not buy any land until the Second
day of [0th mo: Last, and then he bought a Tract of
Land consisting of five hundred Acres for which he
gave 350 pounds. It is Excellent good land but none
cleared, Except about 20 Acres, with a small log
house & Orchard Planted. We are going to clear some
of it Directly, for our next Sumers fatlow. We might
have bought Land much cheaper but not so much to
our satisfaction. We stayed in Chester 3 months &
then Rented a Place | mile from Chester, with a good
brick house & 200 Acres of Land for (7) pounds a
year where we continue till next May.

We have sowed about 200 Acres of wheat & 7 acres
of rye. This season we sowed but a bushel onan acre.
3 pecks is Enough on new ground. [ am grown an
Experienced Plowman & my brother Abell is Learn-
ing. Jonathan & thy Son John drives for us. He is
grown a Lusty fellow Since thou Saw him. We have

The Honse Log 4:3
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