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A Publication of the Downinglown Historical Society

President's Message
by Roger Grigson

The Ashbridge House has been officially deeded o the Downingtown Historical Soci-
ety, December 31, 1999. The builder has connected all the utilities and promises “a
sizable financial donation,” We are lining up the busincsses in Ashbridge Square to
commit themselves to 5-10 year annual donations for the future maintenance after the
needed renovations are made this year.

The_ “Bullet Hike” at the Civil War rifle range outside of West Chester generated 13
minie balls!

The annual Luminaria on December 24th was again a wonderful success, thanks to the
untiring efforts of Bill Woodruff. This had to be our most successful year. Downing-
town glowed!

With a building of our own in the near future, we will have the opportunity of receiving
collections, records, books for a library and even period furniture. If you or pcople you
know have items of historical interest for donation, please let us know. You can also

bequeath items to us through wills. We can offer free legal advise on how to do this.

Report of the Nominating Committee

Harlan (Reds) Morrison, chairman of the
nominating committee, announces the follow-
ing slate of officers and board members for
the year 2000. Other members of the nomi-

nating committec were Dorothea Parker and
Ann Gee,

President-Roger Grigson
Vice President-Don Greenleaf
Treasurer-Wes Sollenberger

For the expiring 2 year terms, the following
eople have been nominated:
uth Lowe, Dave Benfer, Joyce Benfer,
Nancy d’Angelo, and Harry Helms.

Retiring board members being awarded the
rank of Emeritus: Doris Keen and Harlan
Morrison.

Any additional nominations can be made from
the floor at our March 13th Cgileneral meeting
at the Central Presbyterian Church.

I)iggingThg Miller's House
Brief Report ,
Harlan Morrison
The Miller's House had previously been registered
with the Pennsyltvania Archeiological Site Survey as
a potential archeological site and was assigned a
P.A.S.S. number of 36CH577. Seven years later six
members of the Downingtown Historical Society got
their first experience as archeologists.

Seven quadrants, each measuring six feet by six feet,
had inttially been laid out. Digging began on October
Oth and continued each Saturday until the end of No-
vember when it was discontinued because of the
weather. We are planning to continue in the spring of
next year.

The area being excavated is much smaller than that
of the Log House and, while the artifacts have not yet
been counted, their numbers per quadrant appear to
match that of the Log House excavation.

While their was a preponderance of broken window
glass, broken bottles and other glassware along with
rusted nails, there were several items of particular
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