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by Roger Grigson

We are well into the Ashbridge House project and
though slow, things are developing positively.

We must be doing something right—membership
has doubled to 185 to date. The contribution of some
our members has been outstanding. Ernie Jameson
has gotten us some electric outlets and cleaned up and
covered with Plexiglas, the first floor windows. Bill
Woodruff, through the Luminaria Christmas project,
not only secured $2400, but gave Downingtown 21,000
candles December 24, a feat of great magnitude.

Our youth programs are barely getting off the
ground, but the digs on November 11 with 24
Downingtown school children, under the direction of
Debbie Estep, Tom Waters and Nancy D’ Angelo were
very rewarding.

Our “Raising the Roof” fundraiser on September 16
was successful in raising money for the roof and
having 125 people attend. Many people contributed
to make it such a success, such as the student guides

The President’s Message

and the

reenactors
of the 97th
Volunteers. :

The Downingtown Historical Society
hosted the Downingtown Chamber luncheon on
November 20, with Susanna Brody giving tours of the
Ashbridge House. Other ongoing activities include
the formation of an increased archival committee to
handle the increasing inquiries on genealogy and
history of the area.

The challenges of the Society are enormous, With
the help of volunteers, over 8 tons of junk was
removed from the Ashbridge House over the sum-
mer. If we are to grow, 10-20 active members will no
longer do the job. We need the wide range of skills
our membership possesses to move on.

Please call me with any questions at 610-269-1167.
Hope to sec all of you at our March meeting!

Historic Hike, Dec. 9th

The East Caln parking lot was the assembly place
for 15 students and adults on December 9 who were
in quest of 40} Revolutionary Soldier graves, by tradi-
tion said to be buried near the barn of Joseph
Downing. Armed with maps and compasses, the
group broke into 3 teams to begin their work.

During the Revolutionary War, meetinghouse$ and
especially large barns were commandeered for use as
hospitals. Entries from the diary of Rev. Spraat, visiting
clergymen to troops housed in these makeshift hospi-
tals, suggest that on August 5, 1778, he put his horse at
the commissary in Downingtown and held services for
71 patients on August 7, 1778. Tradition holds that 40
men died at the barn and were buried next to it.

After much exploration, the group found the barn
foundation, but are still not certain of the location of
the graves themselves. Hans Schmidt of the DOWN-
INGTOWN LEDGER, a reporter who wrote of the
hike, wants to be the first to know when the actual
graves are found.

QOur Website: Thanks to the diligent efforts of Jay
Byerly, DHS has an attractive, informative and
expanded-upon website which is connected to sev-
eral Chester County links by simply keying in
“downingtown historical society” or http:/mem-
bers.xoom.com/dhs_pa
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