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The President’s Message
by Roger Grigson

&r presence in Downingtown and the sur-
rounding area continues to grow. Our activities
have encouraged people to join and the restora-
tion of the building encourages people to ask
who we are and what we are doing.

June was a busy month beginning with our
sponsorship of activities with Kidsfest on June 2
in Kerr Park. Designed as a free activity for kids
and their parents, the Society sponsored cookie
decorating. As members helped the students
decorate, other members of the Society talked
with parents abcut the Society and its goals.

As part of the summer Town Walks, spon-
sored by the County Parks and Recreation
Department, the Downingtown Historical
vociety sponsored a walk on the Lancaster
Turnpike. Almost 50 members helped make the
June 14th walk a huge success. Over 120 people
toured the turnpike, its houses, the Ashbridge
House and stayed for refreshments.

June also brought the good news of the award
of another grant of $40,000 for interior heating,
air conditioning, water and sewage for the
Ashbridge House. On June 29, the announce-
ment was made by the County Commissioners
and the Chester County Conference and Visitors
Center. This is a matching grant and will have to
be matched with funds raised by the Society.

Good Neighbor Day in Kerr Park gave the
Downingtown Historical Society a chance to
meet people and talk about our plans. With the
draw of a raffle, we were able to get new mem-
berships and talked about possible acquisitions
with several people.

Particular thanks go to Dr. Richard Lehr for
his generous donation of filing cabinets and
other office furniture for use in the Ashbridge.
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Summer, 2001

We now have
the beginnings
of an organi-
zation which
is planning the use of space, as well as the
programs, for the library /research center.

Make plans now to attend the first meeting on
September 11. Following tradition, this first
meeting of the year will be the first showing of
the Chester County Day slides and will be held
at Simpson Meadows at 7 p.m.

Watch the next newsletter for news of the new
programs we will be undertaking, the further
plans for the restoration of the Ashbridge
House and the plans for a capital campaign to
make all of it possible.

Qur Website: Thanks to the diligent efforts of Jay
Byerly, DHS has an attractive, informative and
expanded-upon website which is connected to sev-
eral Chester County links by simply keying in
“downingtown historical society” or http://www.
downingtownhistoricalsociety.org
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Qfficers: Roger Grigson, president; Don Greenleaf,
vice president; Nancy D'Angelo, secretary; Wesley
Soltenberger, treasurer. Board: Jay Byerly, Barbara
Cornwell, Carol Grigson, Harry Helms, Ernie
Jameson, Bob Kahler, Dr. Richard Lehr, Ruth Lowe
Melissa Newton, and Bill Woodruff. House Log
Editors: Carol Grigson and Ruth Lowe.







