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The President’s Message
by Roger Grigson

@Tans for our spring open house sug-
gest that it will be a wonderful success.
Over 50 Society members are involved in
various aspects of planning, all to make
sure that everything happens according
to the plans. One of the highlights at
11 a.m. will be the rededication of the 29th
mile marker, originally place on the
Lancaster Turnpike. Among the digni-
taries to be present will be Senator
Thompson, Rep. Curt Schroder, and

Publication Name Change

Downingtown, through various times, has
been connected to a turnpike. The Ashbridge
House, the society’s headquarters, as well as the
Downingtown Log House have been located on
the main road from Philadelphia to Lancaster
before our nation’s first turnpike was com-
pleted in 1794. Both houses have seen four cen-
| turies of travelers from the early 1700’s until
today. The purpose of this newsletter is to
report and educate today’s society about what
was happening in past times and their effects on
the growth of the Downingtown area.

The recent name change of our newsletter to
The Turnpike Times, seeks to include a broader
readership and identify with the travel along the
turnpike in earlier times, as well as promote cur-
rent activities and events sponsored by the
Downingtown Area Historical Society.

Commissioner Andy Dinniman.

The day will be a rather laid back
day with something for everyone: sale
of flowers and hanging baskets for
Mother’s day, free popcorn and balloons,
antique cars, tours, book sales, and
food. This is a good chance to meet friends
and show people the Ashbridge House,
which is the future headquarters of the
Downingtown Area Historical Society.
Come and be part of it. *

Our Website: Thanks to the diligent efforts of Jay
Byerly, DHS has an attractive, informative and
expanded-upon website which is connected to sev~
eral Chester County links by simply keying in
“downingtown historical society” or http://www.
downingtownhistoricalsociety.org

<>

The Turnpike Times, ©2002 Downingtown Area
Historical Society. Articles and information on
events of historical interest welcomed, subject to
editorial revision and approval. Send articles
to DHS, PO. Box 9, Downingtown, PA 19335.
Membership: $10 individual; $15 family; $5 senior,
$3 student.
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Officers: Roger Grigson, president; Ernie Jameson,
vice president; Carol Grigson, secretary; Wesley
Sollenberger, treasurer. Board: Jay Byerly, Harry
Helms, Neil Hurst, Bob Kahler, Dr. Richard Lehr,
Ruth Lowe, Stella Parry, Greg Wittig, and Bill
Woodruff. The Turnpike Times Editors: Carol Grigson
and Ruth Lowe.
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Old Lancaster Road, AkA the Philadelphia and
Lancaster Turnpike, Route 30, Business Route 30
by Wesley Sollenberger

e

@le Old Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike
was “the first extensive turnpike road built in the
United States,” according to Albert G. Rose, of the
US. Bureau of Public Roads. A road did exist
between Philadelphia and Lancaster, but that road
was in poor condition.

In the 1780's, the farmers and merchants of
Lancaster and Chester counties demanded a new
road. From 1786 to 1792, a commission conducted
a study of the old road. The report recommended
the construction of a new
road, but suggested recon-
structing the old one and
building new sections. On
April 9, 1792, the State
Legislature and Governor
Thomas Mifflin authorized
the incorporation of a turn-
pike company to build the
new road.

In June and July 1792, a
commission organized the
turnpike company and the
books were soon opened
for subscribers to invest in
the turnpike. Several lead-
ing citizens of the
Downingtown area in-
cluding Richard Downing,
Hunt Downing, and
Samuel Downing invested
in the turnpike-subscrib-
ing for stock in Lancaster.
In July 24, 1792, the first
officers of the company
were elected, and with
the investors money pour-
ing in construction quickly
began.

The turnpike company had to follow specific
instructions as noted in the incorporation papers.
The road was to be 50" wide, 21’ in breath, with a
crown or arch of 4 degrees. A solid base of large
crushed stones faced with “gravel or stone pound-
ed or other small-hard substance.” Toll gates were
to be placed approximately seven to
ten miles apart and mileage signs were to
be placed every mile. Guideposts were to be
placed at all intersections. At each toll gate was
the list of the tolls.

Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike. 89

Also, established were rules of the road: weight
limits set for the wagons; set number of horses,
mules, or oxen pulling the wagons; and ail drivers
were to keep their wagons to the right-hand side of
the road. The company imposed fines if drivers did
not follow these rules. If a wagon was being pulled
by more than eight horses, one horse would be for-
feited to the turnpike. If you were driving on-the
wrong side of the road, you would pay a two-dollar
fine. Also, a fine of twenty dollars was assessed
for defacing the mileage
stones, guideposts and toll
signs payable to the com-
pany. The turnpike intro-
duced scales to weigh each
wagon carrying freight.

By 1794, the turnpike
was for the most part com-
plete. It took another two
years to finish certain
phases of the turnpike.
During the years, the turn-
pike prospered, sixty-two
taverns operated from
Philadelphia to Lancaster.
The Philadelphia and
Lancaster Turnpike Com-
pany would collect the
tolls, maintain the road
and declare a profit for its
investors. Then in 1834
when the Philadelphia and
Columbia Railway began
operation, the turnpike
went into a slow decline,
for the railway could carry
goods and people more
quickly, cheaper, and com-
fortably.

On April 11, 1866, the state legislature dealing
with the declining turnpike road passed an act. The
act mentioned that the Pennsylvania Railroad (suc-
cessor to the Philadelphia and Columbia Railway)
was the chief cause of the decline. This act called for
the breaking up of the turnpike-into sections and
selling them off. The act did not call for the state to
purchase the turnpike road.

In October of 1867, the turnpike essentially
turned over to the city of Philadelphia the first
three miles of the turnpike within the city limits.
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